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• The middle school (formerly, junior high-school) 

community creates the ideal demographic for this 
project for two reasons: 1) the development of 
social/emotional skills are still in their formative 
years; and 2) the country wide emphasis of middle 
school reading through the introduction of 
classical coming-of age literature; literature which 
successfully provides the opportunities for growth 
within a variety of developmental characteristics. 

• The shift from junior high schools into “middle 
schools”, was in an effort to include the focus on 
identity development and perceived societal 
needs (Yecke, 2005; p. 2). In the United States, the 
“middle grades” (4th through 8th,) reflect an 
educational experience marked with “strong 
academic growth” and discernible achievement in 
core skills and knowledge (Finn, 2005, I; as cited 
in Yecke, 2005). Moreover, what differentiates this 
middle institution from the former (primary) to the 
latter (secondary), is the prominent and 
noteworthy development of social emotional 
growth widely occurring within the walls of those 
schools  (Finn, 2005). 

• Moreover, the literacy curricula of the average 
American middle school is often the first 
introduction to rich, insightful, and genuinely 
thought-provoking literature; latterly providing the 
ideal context and population for our project to 
target.  

• Specifically, the demographics selected for this 
project are American middle school students, 
grades 6-8, ages 10-13. They span a variety of 
income levels and family characteristics. 
Moreover, the developmental characteristics of 
these young adults will widely vary along the 
spectrum of typical development (characteristics, 
n.d.). These developmental criteria includes: 

• Intellectual Development!

• Physical Development!

• Emotional/Psychological Development!

• Social Development
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intellectual development

physical development

social development

emotional development

[Figure 1]

Quote: "“In my WoW guild, I’m kind of a big deal. If you want to 
be really good at the game, though, there’s a lot of stuff you 
have to know. It’s almost like school!”

Background: Kevin is a pretty quick learner. He’s only been 
playing WoW for a little under a year now, but he’s already 
gained some prominence amongst the more experienced 
members of his guild as an up-and-comer. Kevin’s recently 
started to get a little bored with WoW, however, in part 
because he feels he’s already overcome most of the truly 
challenging barriers to advancement. 
!
When Kevin does read for fun, it’s largely non-fiction, non-
narrat ive texts—most ly game manuals / tu tor ia ls /
walkthroughs and the occasional sports biography. The only 
fiction/narrative texts that Kevin reads are a handful of 
(genre fiction) books that he reads repeatedly (National 
Center for Education Statistics, 2011, p. 20).. 
!
Over the past year or so, Kevin’s mother has noticed and 
grown concerned about what she sees as a lack of “real-
world” social interaction in her youngest son’s life. He’s 
started spending much less time playing with friends in-
person and much more time gaming online. Kevin’s mother 
doesn’t see his online gaming as a cause of his shift in 
sociability, however, but more a symptom of it. 

Age: 11

Future Career: U.S Air-force Pilot

Hobbies: Video games, baseball

School: Public; Miami, Florida6th grade student
Kevin Ruiz
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[Figure 2]

Quote: “If I had to chose between my violin and 
my books, I would just die!” 

Biography: Elizabeth, Liz for short, is a 12 year old girl from 
Kings Bay, Georgia. She is homeschooled by her mother, a 
stay-at-home mom. Her father, an officer in the United States 
Navy, has had the family move 3 times in the last 10 years. 
Like 14% of other homeschoolers, the family’s unique living 
and t ravel s i tuat ion requires that E l izabeth be 
homeschooled. (Infographic: Homeschooled, 2013) She is 
an only child and spend lots of her free time reading, 
crocheting, singing or practicing her violin.  
!
Liz math and reading scores are in the 84th and 89th 
percentile, respectively. (Infographic: Homeschooled, 2013) 
She’s excited that her parents bought her an iPad for her 
birthday, and especially loves the fact that she can take as 
many “books” as she wants around with her now. She loves 
reading! Most of Liz’s friends are either in the orchestra or 
live on the base with her. !

Age: 12

Future Career: Engineer

Hobbies: Loves the Hunger Games and Harry Potter series, 
learning how to crochet, plays the violin in a club orchestra

School: Home-School; Kings Bay, Georgia

7th grade student
Liz McDonald
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Technology Comfort Level: Medium-High



8th grade student

Background: Max is a 13 year-old boy currently in the 8th 
grade. He's very extroverted, funny, and is usually seen 
surrounded by his friends, most of which are boys. As a 
child, his mother was concerned with his extremely high 
level of physical energy as well as his adaption into a new 
school—issues that were resolved when he joined a Pop 
Warner football league (Converse & Smith, 2006). 
!
In class, Max participates actively but his brightness is 
usually overshadowed by his humorous comments that can 
amuse both teachers and classmates. As a result of his 
generally good grades on school assignments, his parents 
trust his study routines and allow him to use the internet 
without much restriction. Smart and curious, he enjoys 
surfing the web to find interesting facts related to sports and 
science; as well as additional information about the authors 
he's interested in, like Rick Riordan. His Facebook profile 
reveals his various interests like: Percy Jackson, Harry 
Potter, FIFA games, and his idol, Bruce Springstein (“What 
teens share”, 2013).

intellectual development

physical development

social development

emotional development

Age: 13

Future Career: Video Game Critic

Hobbies: Movies, video games, reading science fiction, 
learning to play the guitar

School: Public; Allen, Oklahoma

Max Carter
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Quote: "I love playing video games with my 
dad. I always win at FIFA”  (Grayson, 2012)

(istock)

Technology Comfort Level: High

[Figure 3]



Anne Liparent
Age: 36

Quote: “When it comes to my child’s education, I try to 
participate as often as I can. However, having time together 
has become limited and precious, so I prefer spending our 
time making long-lasting memories. I rely on the school and 
additional services to help meet her developmental needs” 

Biography: Ann, the mother of a 10 year old, is considered 
a “millennial mom” by today’s standards (born between 
1978-1994). At the age of 36, she is the majority contributor 
to the household income; a relative anomaly amongst her 
counterpart millennial-mothers.  
!
As a single parent, she works hard to fill the daily roles left 
vacant by a single parent household. As a result of this 
singularity when making decisions and controlling finances, 
she openly seeks the advice and the recommendations of 
her mothering friends. Having been born in the era of a 
technological boom, she sees the value in digital products 
and services, especially when associated with her child’s 
education and social/emotional development (Petrillo, 
2013). 
!
She enjoys using her kindle to read both fiction and 
nonfiction literature (especially Jodi Picoult novels), and 
relishes the memories she and her daughter make when 
camping at local state parks during the summertime.

Career: Public Relations

Education Level: Bachelor’s Degree

Marital Status: Single Parent

[Figure 4]
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Annual Salary: $56,000

Residence: Westport, Connecticut

Technology Comfort Level: Medium-High



(istock)

Age: 37

Quote: “There is no friend as loyal as a book.”- 
Ernest Hemingway 
 

Biography: Mr. Fisher's early experience with literature 
opened his eyes to a world full of classic adventures and 
memorable characters. He credits his 5th grade teacher 
with his aspiration to become an educator, specifically in 
language arts. As an educator, he believes that there is 
nothing you can’t learn from reading a great piece of 
literature.   
!
However, in his first year of teaching, he is having a difficult 
time connecting with his students on a personal level. 
Positive relationships between teachers and students play a 
key role in effective instruction and Mr. Fisher strongly 
desires to change his students’ lives through reading 
(Marzano, 2011). He’s also realizing that his students are 
more stimulated by their smart phones and social media 
than what’s going on in class (Healy, 2013). To inspire his 
students, he strongly desires to bridge the gap between 
today’s technology and a passion for literature. 
  
Following his big move from Boston to New York to pursue 
his teaching career, Mr. Fisher loves to spend his spare time 
exploring the big city scenery with his Labrador Max.  And 
when he’s not discovering a new side of town, he thoroughly 
delights staying home cozied on his couch getting lost in a 
good read or spilling his ideas into his journal. 

Education Level: Master's Degree

Year's Teaching: 1

Grade: 7th

Mr. Fisher
language-arts teacher
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Residence: Queens, New York

Technology Comfort Level: Low-medium

[Figure 5]
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